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The Massachusetts Public Health Association is a champion for public health in 
the Commonwealth. We are a catalyst for change, eliminating health inequities and 
promoting healthy communities for all.

WHO WE ARE
MPHA is a nonprofit organization that promotes a healthy Massachusetts by advocating for effective 
policies, organizing key stakeholders, and building broad coalitions. We are leaders in the movement 
to create health equity by addressing the root causes of health and wellness. We promote policies 
that impact the major drivers of health outcomes, such as access to healthy food, safe affordable 
housing, and transportation. We also advocate for equitable access to critical public health services 
across the Commonwealth.

MISSION
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DEAR FRIEND AND PARTNER, 
As we look back on 2022, it was a year marked by significant transitions, hard work, and exciting victories for 
MPHA and our allies. 

Over the past year, MPHA said good-bye to long-time staff members Maddie Ribble and Kristina Kimani and 
welcomed new staff members Mahal Alvarez-Backus and Oami Amarasingham. In an important step forward for 
the organization, Oami joined MPHA in the new role of Deputy Director and is now leading an all women of color 
policy team. 

MPHA has continued the hard and vital work of deepening our two primary commitments: 1) to dismantle 
structural racism and 2) to listen to the voices of those most impacted by oppression in developing our policy 
priorities.  We hope you see these commitments reflected in this report as we share with you the important 
victories of the past year.   

We are proud to have been leading voices in the strong and broad coalitions that passed two critical ballot 
initiatives, Question 1: the Fair Share Amendment and Question 4 for Safer Roads. 

We also continued the fight to create a 21st century local public health system through advocacy for the Statewide 
Accelerated Public Health for Every Community Act (SAPHE 2.0). Working with our partners and legislative champions, 
we secured unanimous favorable votes in both chambers of the Massachusetts legislature, laying the groundwork 
for near-certain passage in the 2023-2024 legislative session. 

None of this would have been possible without YOU – our partners, allies, and supporters – and we could not 
be more grateful. We look forward to more victories over the coming year, as together we build power, take 
collective action, and make change for greater health equity. 

With gratitude and partnership, 

Carlene Pavlos 
Executive Director

Neil Maniar 
Board President
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YOUR STORIES, 
OUR CAMPAIGNS
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Public Health on the Ballot 

Legislative Advocacy 

Chrystel Murrieta Ruiz

I have been honored to partner with MPHA for many years in the effort 
to create a 21st-century local public health system for Massachusetts. 
They have provided essential leadership at every step, from developing an 

advocacy strategy to communicating with stakeholders and building relationships 
with legislative champions. I continue to be impressed by their expertise in strategic 
thinking and their devotion to improving health for everyone in the Commonwealth.”    
 
-Phoebe Walker, Director of Community Services, Franklin Regional Council  

of Governments

(continued on next page)

In the successful effort to pass Ballot Question 4 for Safer Roads, MPHA was 
a consistent and trustworthy ally. Over the last four years, MPHA made 
themselves available time and time again as supportive partners in the 

legislative and ballot phases of the Driving Families Forward campaign. MPHA 
was willing to show up, and call others to action to assure passage of the law 
and ballot initiative that will improve the wellbeing and quality of life of so many 
across the Commonwealth.” 

- Chrystel Murrieta Ruiz, Political Coordinator, 32BJ SEIU

As part of our ongoing efforts to promote health equity, MPHA endorsed two 
statewide ballot questions in 2022, both of which passed by sizable margins.  

The first, known as Question 1: The Fair Share Amendment, changed the state 
Constitution to implement a 4% surtax on the portion of an individual’s income 
over $1 million. This change is expected to raise more than $1 billion annually for 
transportation and education. MPHA is now working to ensure that a significant 
portion of this funding is allocated to public transportation, which promotes positive 
health outcomes by connecting residents to jobs, groceries, health care, and other 
critical services.  

The second, Question 4 for Safer Roads, reaffirmed the Work and Family Mobility Act, 
which was passed by the legislature in July of 2022. This important legislation allows 
all qualified state residents to apply for a standard driver’s license, regardless of their 
immigration status. In passing this law, Massachusetts became the 17th state to ensure 
that all drivers are tested, licensed, and insured, while enabling families to safely make 
essential trips like dropping kids off at school and going to the doctor. 

Phoebe Walker



MPHA ANNUAL REPORT 2022 5

Capacity Building
MPHA has been an invaluable partner in the fight to keep 
buses free in Worcester. They are dedicated to supporting 

the leadership on the ground in our community and have helped us to 
develop work plans that leverage the expertise we have at the table, as 
well as strategies for building out our coalition. Because of MPHA, our 
coalition is not only more effective at the local level, but we are also more 
engaged in conversation about fare free buses and strong regional transit 
at the state level.”  

-Anne Bureau, Program Director, Worcester Community Connections 
Coalition (affiliate of the Seven Hills Foundation) and longtime member of the 

ZeroFare WRTA Coalition

In addition to making key strides in priority legislative campaigns, 
MPHA coached partner organizations interested in leveraging their 
time and resources to influence policy change at the state and local 
level. In 2022, MPHA equipped non-profits and community groups 
with tools to navigate the state legislative process, communicate 
effectively with policymakers and build their sphere of influence. 

In 2022, MPHA continued to support the ZeroFare Worcester 
Regional Transit Authority (WRTA) Coalition in their campaign to win 
a permanent fare free bus policy. Transportation is a critical social 
determinant of health, and fares are one of the biggest barriers 
to access for people who rely on the bus in Worcester County. To 
date, the WRTA has one of the longest running fare free pilots in the 
Commonwealth, in large part due to the coalition’s strong network 
of supporters that span riders, community-based organizations and 
elected officials. In 2022, the coalition was successful in convincing 
the WRTA to extend the fare free policy through June 2023. 

Anne Bureau and Zero Fare Coalition

Last year, MPHA continued supporting legislation to promote the fundamental building blocks of good health and 
guarantee equal access to strong local public health protections. In 2022, our top legislative priority was passage of 
the Statewide Accelerated Public Health for Every Community Act (SAPHE 2.0).  

Thanks to the hard work of our legislative champions, the bill earned widespread support in the legislature and 
passed unanimously in both the House and Senate! Unfortunately, after the end of formal session, Governor 
Baker returned SAPHE 2.0 to the legislature with a poison pill amendment. His proposed changes would have 
dramatically weakened the bill by making minimum public health standards a local option, thus further entrenching 
the patchwork of policies that have made the Commonwealth’s local public health system both ineffective and 
inequitable. 

Now, MPHA and our partners are once again working to promote the passage of SAPHE 2.0. Support in the 
legislature remains strong, and with the recent inauguration of Maura Healey as Governor, we are optimistic that 
this critical bill will finally become law. 
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Partnership Building 

-State Representative Hannah Kane, Ranking Minority Member, 
Joint Committee on Public Health; Ranking Minority Member, 
Joint Committee on Health Care Financing

MPHA has been an invaluable partner in my work as 
a legislator. Not only are they highly skilled in both 

advocacy and coalition building, they are deeply committed to 
achieving health equity and improving the lives of all residents. 
MPHA recognizes that achieving real change takes more than 
commitment, it takes patience and perseverance and showing 
up time after time.”   

MPHA has been an invaluable partner in our efforts to advance housing 
justice in Worcester and Springfield. By leveraging our collective skills and 
values, we are able to co-develop strategies and tactics to empower tenants 

across Neighbor to Neighbor’s chapter cities, while working towards realizing a more 
just housing system for all. This partnership is truly rewarding, and we look forward 
to continuing to work together to effect meaningful change.”

 -Katie Talbot, Lead Organizer and Miles Gresham, Campaign Director for  

Neighbor to Neighbor Massachusetts

Last year, we made critical advances in our efforts to promote the fundamental 
building blocks of good health, including access to reliable public transit, stable and 
affordable housing, and clean air, while deepening partnerships with community-
based organizations and community-led coalitions that are informing and enriching 
these campaigns, including Homes for All Massachusetts, the Regional Transit 
Authority Advocates Coalition, the Massachusetts Environmental Justice Table, and 
Neighbor to Neighbor, a grassroots advocacy organization. 

In 2022, through a community-driven process, MPHA and Neighbor to Neighbor 
altered the scope of our joint initiative to focus on the skyrocketing housing costs that 
have put growing financial pressure on most middle- and low-income families across 
the Commonwealth, particularly in Gateway Cities like Worcester and Springfield. 
Access to affordable housing is a fundamental driver of positive health outcomes, 
promoting well-being, fostering stable employment, and contributing to long-term 
family and social connections. As we look ahead to the next legislative session, 
we will continue to build a coalition of residents, community-based organizations, 
and local leaders across Neighbor to Neighbor’s chapter cities to advance housing 
justice campaigns that will empower low-income residents and residents of color 
to advocate for anti-displacement, tenant empowerment, and local rent control 
legislation at the municipal and state level.

Neighbor to Neighbor 
Massachusetts
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FINANCIAL 
SNAPSHOT

Uses of Funds

Sources of Funds

73% Programs - $760,899

15% Fundraising - $159,169

12% Administration - $122,137

TOTAL  $1,042,205 

67% Grants and Contributions - $606,316

19% Events and Conferences - $170,083

9% Membership - $76,670

3% In-Kind Donations - $28,087

2% Other - $22,325

TOTAL $903,481
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Mahal Alvarez-Backus, BA, CHW, 
Policy Specialist

Oami Amarasingham, Esq.,  
Deputy Director

Veronica Cañas, MTS,  
Operations Coordinator

Staff & Consultants 
Ana Hidalgo, MS,  
Development Manager

Carlene Pavlos, MTS,  
Executive Director

Jeneczka Roman, MPH, 
Assistant Director of Advocacy & 
Communication

Alexis Walls, MPH,  
Assistant Campaign Director

Erin Rowland,  
Communication Consultant

Dean Wenick,  
Web Consultant

Damōn Chaplin, MBA, 
City of New Bedford Health 
Department President Elect

Neil Maniar, PhD,         
Northeastern University President

Officers
Heather McMann, MBA,          
Groundwork Lawrence Treasurer

Roeshana Moore-Evans, MBA,  
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 
Vice President

Jodie Silverman, MPA,  
DMA Health Strategies Immediate 
Past President

Craig Andrade, DrPH,  
Boston University School of  
Public Health 

Cheryl  Bartlett, RN,  
Greater New Bedford Community 
Health Center 

Clara Chan Farnsworth, MBA, 
Wellington Management Company 

Linda Chan Flynn, MS,  
Lowell Community Health Center 

Daniel Delaney, MA,  
Delaney Policy Group 

Stewart Landers, 
John Snow, Inc.  

Brenda Evans, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst *

Cheryl Sbarra, Massachusetts 
Association of Health Boards

Jamiah Tappin, Health Resources 
in Action *

Zach Dyer, City of Worcester 
Division of Public Health *

Tara Hammes, Massachusetts 
Councils on Aging

Irene Hernandez, Active Life Health 
Care Management, LLC Adult Day 
Care Clinic/Center *

Casey Burns, Coalition for a 
Healthy Greater Worcester

Board Members 
Chrismery Gonzalez, MPH,  
City of Springfield Office of  
Racial Equity 

Sarita Hudson, MTS,  
Public Health Institute of Western 
Massachusetts 

Stewart Landers, JD,  
John Snow, Inc. 

Jasmine Naylor, MBA, 
Massachusetts League of 
Community Health Centers 

Tavinder Phull,  
MPH, MBA Mass General Brigham 

Steven Ridini, EdD,  
Health Resources in Action 

Kent Siri, BA,  
Reify Health 

Aswita Tan-McGrory, MBA, MSPH, 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

Dolores Thibault-Muñoz, Esq., 
Committee for Public Counsel 
Services 

Policy Council 
Sylvia Chiang-Raposo, Revere 
CARES/Revere on the Move

Chrystel Murrieta Ruiz, 32BJ SEIU

Sofia Owen, Alternatives for 
Community and Environment

Lesly Melendez,  
Groundwork Lawrence

Elecia Miller, City of Lawrence 
Mayor’s Health Task Force

Kerrie D’Entremont, Greater 
Lowell Health Alliance

Jonathan Guzman, Groundwork 
Lawrence

Jamie Berberena, Groundwork 
Southcoast *

Damon Chaplin, City of New 
Bedford, Health Department

Marlene Cerritos-Rivas, Mujeres 
Victoriosas

Sabrina Davis, Coalition for Social 
Justice

Risa Silverman, Western 
Massachusetts Health Equity 
Network

Catherine Ratte, Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission

Cristina Huebner, Torres Caring 
Health Center

Jessica Collins,, Public Health 
Institute of Western MA

Pamela Schwartz Western 
Massachusetts Network to End 
Homelessness

Liz O’Gilvie, Springfield Food Policy 
Council

*affiliation for identification purposes only



AstraZeneca

Boston Children’s Hospital

The Boston Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts Foundation

Catherine Larimer, Catalyst Design

CommunicateHealth

Foley Hoag, LLP

AAFCPAs

Al DeMaria Jr.

Alosa Health

American Heart Association

Association for Behavioral 
Healthcare

Baystate Health

Beacon Health Options

Beth Israel Lahey Health

Boston Healthcare for the 
Homeless Program

Boston Medical Center

Boston Public Health Commission

Boston University School of Public 
Health

Cambridge Health Alliance

CareQuest Institute for Oral Health

Children’s Hospital Boston

Cynthia Tschampl

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Debra & Paul Walker

Eastern Bank Foundation

Geoff Wilkinson

Gilead

Ginkgo Bioworks

Greater Lowell Health Alliance of 
CHNA10

Greater New Bedford Community 
Health Center

Health Equity Partnership of North 
Central Mass Inc (CHNA9) 

Health Leads

Health Resources in Action

Home Health Foundation

Lachlan Forrow

Liberty Mutual Insurance

Mass General Brigham

Massachusetts Association for 
Mental Health

Massachusetts Association of 
Health Boards

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences

Massachusetts Council on Aging

Massachusetts Health & Hospital 
Association

Massachusetts League of 
Community Health Centers

Massachusetts Medical Society

Massachusetts Nurses Association

Moderna

Neil Maniar & Ami Bhatt

Northeastern University, Bouve 
College of Health Sciences

Point 32 Health

Quinsigamond Community College

Ralph Fuccillo

The Boston Foundation

Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine

Tufts University School of Medicine, 
MPH Program

UMass Lowell

UMass Medical School

Community Health and Healthy 
Aging Funds

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Community Health Initiative

Healthcare For All

Grantors 

In-Kind Supporters

Event Sponsors
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Kresge Foundation

Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health 

Point32Health & Foundation

Transportation for Massachusetts 
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Organizational Members

Individual Members

Alliance of Mass YMCAS

Association for Behavioral 
Healthcare

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts

Brookline Public Health 
Department

Cambridge Public Health

Casa Myrna Vazquez

City of Lawrence Mayor’s 
Health Task Force

City of Worcester, Division of 
Public Health

Conference of Boston 
Teaching Hospitals, Inc

Cooley Dickinson Hospital

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

DOVE, Inc.

East Boston Social Centers, Inc

Fenway Health

Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments / CHIP

Greater Lowell Health Alliance

Groundwork Lawrence

Harvard Catalyst

Harvard Pilgrim Health Plan

Health Equity Partnership 
of North Central Mass Inc 
(CHNA9)

Health Resources in Action

Heywood Hospital

Institute for Community 
Health

John Snow, Inc.

Justice Resource Institute

Lowell Community Health 
Center

Massachusetts Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics

Massachusetts Association of 
Health Boards

Massachusetts Association of 
Public Health Nurses

Massachusetts League of 
Community Health Centers

Massachusetts Organization 
for Addiction Recovery, Inc

Massachusetts Peace Action

Massachusetts School Nurse 
Organization

MetroWest  Health  
Foundation

MLPB

Needham Board of Health

New Bedford Health 
Department

Northeastern University, 
Bouve College of Health 
Sciences

Nana 
Addae-Andey

Madina Agenor

Miki Akimoto

Carole Allen

Jane Allen

Myron Allukian Jr.  

David Alper

Oamshri	
Amarasingham

Jessica Andors

Craig Andrade

Margaret Anshutz

Arlene Ash

Abigail Averbach

Andrew Balder

Jeanne Baranek-
Olmstead

Tania Barber

Kristen	 Barnicle

Cheryl Bartlett

Valerie Bassett

Allison Bauer

Cynthia Bayerl

Elizabeth 
Bennett

Bill Benson

Noah Berger

Patricia Berger

Leonard 
Bernstein

Joseph	
Betancourt

Stacey Beuttell

Jo Bhakdi

Ami Bhatt

Judy Bigby

Ruth Blodgett

Mary Bovenzi

Elana Brochin

Bonnie 
Brodowski

Elizabeth 
Browne

Bertille Busane

Sharon 
Callender

Anne 
Carey-Stone

Marisa	
Carrasquillo

Taylor Carreiro

Matilde Castiel

Stacey Chacker

Jeanne	
Chambers

Linda  
Chan Flynn

Sue Chandler

Jerren Chang

Sonia Chang-
Díaz

Chris 
Chanyasulkit

Tiffany Chen

Sylvia Chiang

Richard Clapp

Morgan Clark

Howard K. Koh	
Claudia Arrigg

Jennifer Cochran

Bradley Cohen

Jessica Collins

Joseph Collins

Joanne 
Comerford

Rosemary	
Connors

Ray Considine

Marty Corry

Marissa Cremin

Julie Crockford

Kerrie 
D’Entremont

Helena 
DaSilva Hughes

Yuki Davis

Hellen Ddungu

Teresa Dean

Daniel Delaney

Patrice DeLeon

Alfred DeMaria

Charles Deutsch

Kirsten Doherty

Peter Doliber

Charles 
Donahue

Kimberly	
Dong Breen

Joe Dorant

Herve 
Dorsinville

Enid Eckstein

Rebecca	
Edelberg

Cindy Engler

Adrienne (Andy)	
Epstein

Stephanie	
Ettinger de 
Cuba

Ruth Ever

Clara 
Farnsworth

Emily Feinberg

Richard Fenton

Joe-Ann	Fergus

Rachel 
Fichtenbaum

Lisa Field

Andrew	 Fischer

Matthew 
Fishman

Eliot Fisk

Lachlan	 Forrow

Susan Foster

Maryanne	
Frangules

Linda Frazier

Andrea 
Freeman

Elmer Freeman

Lise Fried

Ralph Fuccillo

Desiree Fyler

Marie	
Gabrielle Pierre

Planned Parenthood League 
of Massachusetts

Project Bread

Public Health Institute of 
Western Massachusetts

Regis College

The Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts

Tufts University School of 
Medicine, MPH Program

UMass Amherst, School of 
Public Health and Health 
Science

UMass Lowell

Women’s Lunch Place
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Susan Gallagher

Helen Ganas

Jayda Germain

Donald Giddon

Shir Ginzburg

Carol Girard

Garry Gleckel

Phil Gona

Mark Gonthier

Chrismery 
Gonzalez

Heather 
Goodhind

Steven 
Gortmaker

George Gorton

Julia Gould

Tami Gouveia

Katherine 
Greiner

Dorcas Grigg-
Saito

Jailyn Guzman-
Rivera

Judi Haber

Mojgan Haji

Kathryn Hall

Cathryn 
Hampson

Sara Harris

Megan Harvey

Paul Hattis

Essi Havon

Jukka Heikka

Tomma Henckel

Kelly Hills

Jennifer 
Hoffman

Steve Holmes

Charlie Homer

Frederick 
Hooven

Laura Housman

Jonathan 
Howland

Douglas Huber

Sallie Craig 
Huber

Sarita Hudson

Michael Hugo

Carlton D. Hunt 
and Marilee 
Hunt

Samuel Ihemdi

Thea James

Patricia 
Janulewicz Lloyd

Swannie Jett

Lara Jirmanus

Leonard 
Jokubaitis

T Stephen Jones

Kevin Jura

Jermoh Kamara

Martha Karchere

Rosemary Kean

Briana Keating

Kara Keenan

Mark Kennedy

Sheri Kimball

Theodore 
Kirousis

Rebecca Kislak

Deborah Klein-
Walker

Jamie Klufts

Hannah Knoll

Susan Koch-
Weser

Elena Kontogli

Milton 
Kotelchuck

Donna Kray

Heidi Kummer

Jo-Ann Kwass

Paul L  
McCann Jr

Rachel Lachance

Stewart Landers

Wendy Landman

Angela Laramie

Kristin LaRoche

Regina LaRocque

Glynnis Larosa

Donna Latson 
Gittens

Jennifer Lee

Mary Lee

Rebekka Lee

Robert Leeman

Libby Levison

Carly Levy

Barry Levy

Wenjun Li

Kathy Lituri

Maureen Loftus

Lynne Man

Neil Maniar

Nancy Manzello

Edward 
Marakovitz

Ann Martin

Atyia Martin

Airin Martinez

Terry Mason

Kathleen 
McCabe

Jean McGuire

Anne McHugh

Matt McKnight

Daniel McMahon

Heather 
McMann

Patricia McMullin

Geraldine 
Medina

Maurice 
Melchiono

Lesly Melendez

Alice Miele

Deborah 
Milbauer

Steven Miller

Machiko 
Minegishi

Justin 
Montgomery

Roeshana 
Moore-Evans

Pader Moua

Nadine 
Mumford

Christine 
Murphy

Aviva Must

Laura Nasuti

Candace Nelson

Shari Nethersole

David Newman

Judith Norsigian

Christy Norton

Phillip O 
Gonzalez

Lisa O’Brien

Lea Susan 
Ojamaa

Bisola Ojikutu

Nosakhare 
Okunmwendia-
Eseimuede

John Olawepo

Joice Oliveira

Daisy Ortega

Selina Osei

Marisa Otis

Ruth Palombo

Maile Panerio-
Langer

Carlene Pavlos

Margaret Pavlos

Carrie Peck

Deborah 
Peckham

Catherine 
Pellegrini

Daisy Perez

Allyson Perron 
Drag

Janice Peters

Tavinder Phull

Phaly Pichota

Ubin Pokharel

Valerie Polletta

Lauren Poteat

Barry Potvin

Laura Punnett

Deborah 
Putnam

Joan Quinlan

Jennifer 
Raymond

Eric Reines

Sigalle Reiss

Kathleen Rest

Steven Ridini

Maria Rios

Lisa Robinson

Andrea Roche

Kathryn Rodgers

Robert Rofosky

Nicole Roos

Betsy Rosenfeld

Brian Rosman

Lezli Rowell

Kate-Marie	
Roycroft

Jacqueline Royer

Richard Saitz

Megan Sandel

Katherine 
Saunders

Nancy Schiff

Anthony Schlaff

Robin 
Schmidlein

William Schmidt

Michele Schuckel

Pamela Schwartz

Robert Seifert

Chandni Shahdev

Erica Sharp

Amie Shei

Jodie Silverman

Risa Silverman

Kim Simonian

Hathy Simpson

Jen Slonaker

Beverly	 Smith

Elizabeth 
Sommers

Roberto Soto

Lia Spiliotes

Reuven 
Steinberg

Laurie Stillman

Patricia Strizak

Maggie Super 
Church

Karen Swietek

Kathleen Szegda

Aswita  
Tan-McGrory

Jamiah Tappin

Mary Tavares

Ani Thompson

Sally Thompson

Lisa Tieszen

Ralph Timperi

Caitlin Tricomi

Kathryn Trovato

Natalie Truesdell

Cynthia 
Tschampl

Lindsey Tucker

Mark Umphrey

Jennifer 
Valenzuela

Jacob 
Vandenberg

Veronica Vargas

Debra Vescera

Amyrah Vicarie

Lora Wade

Anthony Walker

Gisela Walker

Paul Walker

Phoebe Walker

Stacy Walker

Suleyken Walker

Laurie Wallace

Thomas Walsh

Miriam Weil

Erin Wentz

Alex Werekuu

Sara White

Geoffrey 
Wilkinson

Ciara Williams

Ben Wood

Natalie 
Wooldridge

Jan Yost

Manning Zhang

Jean Zotter
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