
DEAR PARTNERS

FOR PUBLIC

HEALTH,

As we’ve reflected on the past year at MPHA, we keep returning

to a few important themes: breaking down silos, uplifting

communities, advocating to change the status quo, promoting

public health solutions, and centering equity. In fact, these are

MPHA’s commitments in approaching our work – from setting

policy priorities to working in relationship with community-led

groups and searching for effective, strategic, and equitable

solutions to address the pressing public health needs across

the Commonwealth.

(https://mapublichealth.org)

�
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Contained in this report are snapshots of a few key issues we

worked on in 2023 and reflections from a few of our fabulous

health equity collaborators. In each example, you’ll recognize

these commitments at play. The stark truth is that the failure to

center both equity and public health expertise costs us dearly,

as evidenced before, during, and since the COVID-pandemic.

The constant in our work is advocacy for stronger investments

in infrastructure and programs that bolster the fundamental

building blocks of good health and improve health outcomes for

those most impacted by inequities.

We also want to highlight that 2023 was a year of many firsts

that moved us forward in the drive for health equity.

MPHA’s first Public Health Lobby Day helped us gain traction

for two of our priority bills: the Statewide Accelerated Public

Health for Every Community (SAPHE 2.0) Act and the

Regional Transit Authority (RTA) Advancement bill.

The FY2024 budget was the first budget to reflect Fair Share

funds, including an historic increase of $56 million to improve

services across the Commonwealth’s 15 RTAs.

For the first time, Massachusetts enshrined permanent

funding for School Meals for All and restored Chapter 257 to

permanently provide eviction protections.

The first ever Performance Standards issued by the

Massachusetts Department of Public Health will help

improve the municipal and regional public health system,

another important step in our progress to transform our local

health system.

MPHA proudly played a part in each of these milestones.

Other firsts remind us that much work remains to be done. All

time high overdose deaths. A doubling of the rate of severe

maternal morbidity, particularly for birthing people of color and

birthing people with disabilities. Together, we have the power to

ensure that these and other public health crises are met head-

on with public health solutions that address the inequities

underlying these disparities and racial gaps.

We’re at a crucial juncture to build and redefine the role of public

health in our state—and it’s all thanks to the unwavering support

of donors, members, and partners like you.

With gratitude,
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Carlene Pavlos                      Steve Ridini

Executive Director                  Board President

FEATURED

PARTNERSHIPS

BREAKING DOWN SILOS

MPHA’s gentle

encouragement

guided our

participation in

the state budget

process,

empowering us

to reach out to

those within our

existing network

to advance our

common priorities. It’s a reminder that while we may focus on

our specific issues, true progress lies in breaking down siloes

and being a voice for broader public health advocacy.“

Liz O’Gilvie,

Director, Springfield Food Policy Council; Member, MPHA Policy

Council

CAPACITY BUILDING

MPHA

was

instrumental in

bringing a highly

demanded

program to

Boston’s

Fairmount

Corridor,

empowering

environmental

justice

communities

with the knowledge and skills to influence policymakers and the

legislative process. Their expertise, enthusiasm and

commitment were crucial to the success of our Community

Action 101: Advocacy Training Series, culminating in a confident

cohort at the State House graduation ceremony. We are looking

forward to partnering with MPHA again for 2024’s training

series.“

COALITION BUILDING

The

most

pressing issues

facing our

community are

homelessness,

addiction and

mental health

disease, all of

which can be

interacting

together or

separately. Any

one system, service, or policy cannot respond to these needs,

and one-off solutions won’t make a dent. Working with MPHA

and the Massachusetts Large Cities Health Coalition helps us

harness our collective power to advance long-term, sustainable

public health measures that meet people where they are at.“

Dr. Matilde “Mattie” Castiel,

Chair, Massachusetts Large Cities Health Coalition (MLCHC);

Health and Human Services Commissioner, City of Worcester

Public Health in

Action

PUBLIC HEALTH IN ACTION

It has

been

such a

great experience

partnering with

MPHA in their

advocacy for

SAPHE 2.0. Even

a health

department like

ours that has so

many well-

qualified, hard-

working,

professional staff will benefit from SAPHE 2.0, which will

enhance our ability to provide the full spectrum of foundational

public health services that our residents need and deserve. The

team at MPHA is incredible – their expertise, passion, and

leadership are invaluable to the statewide effort to redefine local

public health and health equity for the 21st century.”
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MPHA continued to partner with organizations who work across

many issues in 2023, breaking down silos that often limit the

impact of policy solutions with unintended consequences. Too

often, well-meaning organizations and lawmakers promote

change that addresses one problem whilst creating another,

because solutions were not developed in collaboration with

groups that vary in expertise and lived experience.

For example, MPHA brought our intersectional approach when

advocating for the fundamental building blocks of public health.

For instance, through our co-leadership of RTAAC (Regional

Transit Authority Advocates Coalition), our message drove

home that reliable public transportation is more than a ride, it’s a

lifeline. It ensures people have access to what they need to

thrive, like jobs, education, health care, nutritious foods, and

other services that fuel the economy of Massachusetts and

impact the health and opportunity for all its residents.

One of the primary strategies MPHA employs to further cross-

sector partnership is the MPHA Policy Council, a leadership

body comprised of individuals across sectors and geographies,

who meet regularly to shape the organization’s policy priorities

and positions. In addition to bringing a diverse range of

perspectives to the MPHA policy analysis process, the Policy

Council presents an opportunity for leaders across the state to

learn about and advocate for policies outside of their scope of

expertise that serve to advance the health of their communities.

Kendra Beaver,

Climate Justice Coordinator, Fairmount Indigo CDC

Collaborative

Many organizations in Massachusetts that provide essential

resources and services to communities have a deep

understanding of the needs of residents, yet do not have the

expertise to either build collective voice and power or develop a

strategy to effectively influence decision-making at the state

and/or municipal level. For this reason, MPHA partners with

local and regional organizations to provide capacity building

services designed to increase confidence to advocate for

systems-level change. We hope that through these efforts, we

see an increase in the number of groups leading or otherwise

engaged in campaigns to advance health equity in their own

communities and statewide.

In 2023, MPHA facilitated workshops on how to navigate the

legislative process and communicate effectively with

policymakers; coached organizations around building and

maintaining relationships; and supported groups in developing

strategies to influence decision-makers. The Fairmount Indigo

CDC Collaborative is a powerful example of an MPHA capacity

building partner that seeks to hone community power to shape

policy around climate resilience and affordable housing.

One of our core values, collaboration, is most concretely seen

through the process of coalition building. By gathering leaders,

experts, and advocates from around the state to share best

practices and advance essential policy priorities, MPHA

amplifies a unified voice for public health across

Massachusetts. To this end, MPHA coordinates several

coalitions, including the Coalition for Local Public Health (CLPH)

and the Massachusetts Large Cities Health Coalition (MLCHC).

Our partners take the driver’s seat in informing MPHA about the

challenges and needs they are experiencing on the ground, and

together we turn that perspective into actionable steps for

systemic change. Last year, MPHA began a planning process

with MLCHC to help the coalition identify its purpose and

priorities, develop a process for taking action on policies, and

implement a health equity framework. MPHA also organized

several coalition members to represent their cities by sharing

compelling testimony before the Joint Committee on Mental

Health, Substance Use and Recovery, promoting overdose

prevention centers as a lifesaving public health tool.

Breaking Down

Silos

Capacity Building

Coalition Building

Shin-Yi Lao,

Director of Public Health Services, Newton Health and Human

Services Department

Public health cannot be taken for granted or achieved without

intention. It’s also not a singular endeavor or static situation.

MPHA staff are constantly tracking, initiating, and responding to

proposed policies and regulatory changes, emerging conditions

and crises, and windows of opportunity. The MPHA staff spent

countless hours in 2023 educating the public and decision

makers about public health issues and public health solutions.

We aim for these solutions themselves to demonstrate that

public health is an action verb, constantly evolving to meet

current needs.

In 2023, MPHA continued our multi-year campaign to transform

our state’s local public health system into one that serves all

residents equitably, regardless of race, income, or zip code. Our

top legislative priority remained the passage of the Statewide

Accelerated Public Health for Every Community Act (SAPHE

2.0). Thanks to the hard work of our legislative champions and

our coalition, the legislature held an early hearing on the bill and

quickly advanced the bill through two committees. At the

hearing, the Joint Committee on Public Health heard strong

support for SAPHE 2.0 from a wide array of proponents,

including mayors and public health officials from communities

of all sizes. The Department of Public Health, through the

leadership of Commissioner Robbie Goldstein, has also publicly

recognized that SAPHE 2.0 is the “necessary next step” in

building a public health system that meets the needs of the 21st

century. With this wind at our backs, MPHA and our partners are

working towards final passage of the bill in 2024.
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MPHA has been the driving force behind the growing

statewide coalition that is building awareness
around the need to invest in our regional transit

authorities (RTA). As a result of MPHA’s advocacy, H3272 – An
Act to increase regional transit accessibility in the

Commonwealth, has an all-time high number of legislative co-

sponsors. I am proud to lead the fight for equitable RTA
funding and policy in the House alongside the talented team at

MPHA.”

Representative Natalie Blais, 1st Franklin District; Vice Chair,

Regional Transit Authority Caucus

BOARD AND

STAFF LIST

2023 MPHA OFFICERS

Clara Chan Farnsworth,

BA,

Wellington

Management Company

Treasurer

Neil Maniar, PhD,

Northeastern University

Immediate Past

President

Roeshana Moore-

Evans, MBA,

Harvard and the Legacy

of Slavery Initiative

President Elect

Steven Ridini, EdD,

Health Resources in

Action President

Dolores Thiabult-

Munoz, Esq,

NewVue Communities

Vice President

MPHA Officers

MPHA Board
Members

MPHA Policy
Council

MPHA Staff,
Interns,
and Consultants
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MISSION

A Massachusetts of healthy, equitable, just, and thriving

communities where racism, poverty, and zip code do not

determine our health or lifespan.

VISION

MPHA is a catalyst for community-driven policy change that

fosters conditions for people to achieve their full health

potential where they live, work, and play. We advocate and

organize in partnership to dismantle structural racism and

address the other root causes of health inequities.
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DONATE TODAY

(HTTPS://MAPUBLICHEALTH.ORG/JOINDONATE/D

Your generous gift makes all of the difference in our work for health equity and racial jus

FINANCIAL

SNAPSHOT

SOURCES OF FUNDS –
TOTAL $1,037,321 73% Grants

and
contributions –
$753,798

16% Events
and conferences
– $160,550

6%
Membership –
$63,590

3% In-kind
donations –
$34,372

2% Other –
$25,011

USES OF FUNDS – TOTAL
73% Programs
– $757,334

12%
Administration –
$121,543

15%
Fundraising –
$158,444
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$1,037,321

DONOR LIST GRANTORS

These generous funders provide critical support for

our policy and program advocacy.

AstraZeneca

Barr Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield

of Massachusetts

Foundation

Community Foundation

of North Central

Massachusetts

Dana-Farber Cancer

Institute Community

Health Initiative (a

subcontract received

through Alternatives

for Community and

Environment)

Health Foundation of

Central Massachusetts

Massachusetts

Community Health and

Healthy Aging Funds (a

subcontract received

through Neighbor to

Neighbor)

Massachusetts

Department of Public

Health

Point32Health &

Foundation

Transportation for

Massachusetts

Grantors

Event Sponsors

Donors

Organizational
Members

Individual
Members
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(https://mapublichealth.org/)

Massachusetts Public Health Association

50 Federal Street, 8th Floor

Boston, MA 02110

(857) 263-7072

(mailto:mpha@mapublichealth.org

) (https://mapublichealth.org/)(https://www.facebook.com/ActionforAHealthyMass)(https://twitter.com/MAPublicHealth)

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS

CommunicateHealth Foley Hoag, LLP
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