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DEAR PARTNERS As we've reflected on the past year at MPHA, we keep returning

to a few important themes: breaking down silos, uplifting
FOR PUBLIC communities, advocating to change the status quo, promoting
public health solutions, and centering equity. In fact, these are
HEALTH, MPHA's commitments in approaching our work — from setting
policy priorities to working in relationship with community-led
groups and searching for effective, strategic, and equitable

solutions to address the pressing public health needs across
the Commonwealth.
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Contained in this report are snapshots of a few key issues we

worked on in 2023 and reflections from a few of our fabulous
health equity collaborators. In each example, you'll recognize
these commitments at play. The stark truth is that the failure to
center both equity and public health expertise costs us dearly,
as evidenced before, during, and since the COVID-pandemic.
The constant in our work is advocacy for stronger investments
in infrastructure and programs that bolster the fundamental
building blocks of good health and improve health outcomes for
those most impacted by inequities.

We also want to highlight that 2023 was a year of many firsts
that moved us forward in the drive for health equity.

e MPHA's first Public Health Lobby Day helped us gain traction
for two of our priority bills: the Statewide Accelerated Public
Health for Every Community (SAPHE 2.0) Act and the
Regional Transit Authority (RTA) Advancement bill.

e The FY2024 budget was the first budget to reflect Fair Share
funds, including an historic increase of $56 million to improve
services across the Commonwealth's 15 RTAs.

e For the first time, Massachusetts enshrined permanent
funding for School Meals for All and restored Chapter 257 to
permanently provide eviction protections.

e The first ever Performance Standards issued by the
Massachusetts Department of Public Health will help
improve the municipal and regional public health system,
another important step in our progress to transform our local
health system.

MPHA proudly played a part in each of these milestones.

Other firsts remind us that much work remains to be done. All
time high overdose deaths. A doubling of the rate of severe
maternal morbidity, particularly for birthing people of color and
birthing people with disabilities. Together, we have the power to
ensure that these and other public health crises are met head-
on with public health solutions that address the inequities
underlying these disparities and racial gaps.

We're at a crucial juncture to build and redefine the role of public
health in our state—and it's all thanks to the unwavering support
of donors, members, and partners like you.

With gratitude,
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Carlene Pavlos Steve Ridini
Executive Director Board President
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PoMatilde “Mattie” Castiel,

Chair, Massachusetts Large Cities Health Coalition (MLCHC);
Health and Human Services Commissioner, City of Worcester
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Breaking Down
Silos

Capacity Building

Coalition Building
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leadership of Commissioner Robbie Goldstein, has also publicly
recognized that SAPHE 2.0 is the “necessary next step” in
building a public health system that meets the needs of the 21st
century. With this wind at our backs, MPHA and our partners are
working towards final passage of the bill in 2024.
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MPHA has been the driving force behind the growing

Statewide coalition that is building awareness

around the need to invest in our regional transit
authorities (RTA). As a result of MPHA's advocacy, H3272 — An
Act to increase regional transit accessibility in the
Commonwealth, has an all-time high number of legislative co-
sponsors. | am proud to lead the fight for equitable RTA
funding and policy in the House alongside the talented team at
MPHA.”

Representative Natalie Blais, 1st Franklin District; Vice Chair,
Regional Transit Authority Caucus

BOARD AND 2023 MPHA OFFICERS
STAFF LIST

Clara Chan Farnsworth, Roeshana Moore-

BA, Evans, MBA,
MPHA Officers Wellington Harvard and the Legacy
MPHA Board Management Company of Slavery Initiative
Members Treasurer President Elect
gﬂopuﬂléir olicy Neil Maniar, PhD, Steven Ridini, EdD,

Northeastern University Health Resources in
:VIPHA Staff, Immediate Past Action President
nterns, President

and Consultants .
Dolores Thiabult-

Munoz, Esq,
NewVue Communities
Vice President
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MISSION

A Massachusetts of healthy, equitable, just, and thriving
communities where racism, poverty, and zip code do not
determine our health or lifespan.

VISION

MPHA is a catalyst for community-driven policy change that
fosters conditions for people to achieve their full health
potential where they live, work, and play. We advocate and
organize in partnership to dismantle structural racism and
address the other root causes of health inequities.
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DONATE TODAY
(HTTPS://MAPUBLICHEALTH.ORG/JOINDONATE/L

Your generous gift makes all of the difference in our work for health equity and racial ju:

SOURCES OF FUNDS -

FINANCIAL TOTAL $1,037,321 73% Grants

SNAPSHOT and ot
contributions -
$753,798

16% Events
and conferences

- $160,550

6%
Membership -
$63,590

3% In-kind
donations —
$34,372

2% Other -
$25,011

USES OF FUNDS - TOTAL

73% Programs
- $§757,334

12%
Administration —
$121,543

15%
Fundraising —
$158,444


https://mapublichealth.org/joindonate/donate/
https://mapublichealth.org/joindonate/donate/
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DONOR LIST

Grantors
Event Sponsors
Donors

Organizational
Members

Individual
Members

MPHA — Action for Equity in Health

$1,037,321

GRANTORS

These generous funders provide critical support for
our policy and program advocacy.

AstraZeneca
Barr Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Massachusetts
Foundation

Community Foundation
of North Central
Massachusetts

Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute Community
Health Initiative (a
subcontract received
through Alternatives
for Community and
Environment)

Health Foundation of
Central Massachusetts

Massachusetts
Community Health and
Healthy Aging Funds (a
subcontract received
through Neighbor to
Neighbor)

Massachusetts
Department of Public
Health

Point32Health &
Foundation

Transportation for
Massachusetts
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IN-KIND SUPPORTERS

CommunicateHealth Foley Hoag, LLP

(https:/mapublichealth.org/)
Massachusetts Public Health Association
50 Federal Street, 8th Floor

Boston, MA 02110

(857) 263-7072

(mailt =" pl " m 'blichealth.org
‘ yoli AalHenoltlod M ARt idid eAllex |thyMaSS)



https://mapublichealth.org/
https://mapublichealth.org/
https://mapublichealth.org/
mailto:mpha@mapublichealth.org
https://mapublichealth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ActionforAHealthyMass
https://twitter.com/MAPublicHealth

