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2022 Gubernatorial Questionnaire 

1. Public health is a critical health and safety issue for every person in the Commonwealth. 

While Massachusetts has world class healthcare, we know that the majority of health is 

created outside the healthcare system in the social and structural conditions within which 

people live. In some states and in Massachusetts’ largest city, the chief public health 

officer is a cabinet level position, on par with, rather than within, Health and Human 

Services. What are your priorities for addressing the social determinants of health to 

promote health equity? (Long answer, 3000 characters) 

 

2. What is your position on creating an Executive Office of Public Health, elevating the 

Commissioner of Public Health to the cabinet?  

 

Choose one:  

 

[ ] strongly support [ ] somewhat support     [ ] neither support nor oppose 

[ ] somewhat oppose [ ] strongly oppose 

 

Short explanation (600 characters, optional) 

 

3. The COVID-19 pandemic has shown that the local public health system in Massachusetts 

is not adequately structured, staffed, or financed. Despite the dedication of our state’s 

local health staff and volunteers, the Commonwealth’s decentralized approach to 

delivering public health services leads to extreme inequity across municipalities.  Every 

day, local public health departments are working behind-the-scenes to keep communities 

safe from a wide variety of threats, ranging from infectious disease to foodborne illness, 

water contamination, and lead poisoning. How will your administration invest in and 

collaborate with local boards of health and bolster the Commonwealth’s public health 

work force? (Long answer, 3000 characters) 

 

4. The pandemic has shined a spotlight on longstanding health inequities. COVID 

mitigation strategies are waning, support programs are expiring, and inequities in vaccine 

uptake persist. At the same time, COVID continues to spread through communities, with 

many groups still at heightened risk for serious illness and death, including low-income 

communities of color, people with disabilities, incarcerated people, and older adults. 

What will your administration’s priorities be with respect to COVID?  (Long answer, 

3000 characters) 
(continued on next page) 
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5. Massachusetts continues to struggle to address the opioid epidemic. Access to evidence-

based treatment for substance use disorders is uneven across the state. 2021 was one of 

the deadliest years in Massachusetts’ opioid epidemic. In the first nine months of 2021, 

the period for which data is currently available, 2,088 people died as a result of 

overdoses. During the pandemic, overdose rates have risen sharply for Black and Latine1 

men in particular. These deaths are preventable. What is your plan to address the opioid 

epidemic and its root causes? (Long answer, 3000 characters) 

 

6. What is your position on legislation to authorize a safe consumption site pilot in 

Massachusetts? 

 

Choose one:  

 

[ ] strongly support [ ] somewhat support     [ ] neither support nor oppose 

[ ] somewhat oppose [ ] strongly oppose 

 

Short explanation (600 characters, optional) 

 

7. Massachusetts is experiencing a housing crisis. Skyrocketing costs combined with the 

impacts of the pandemic have put great financial pressure on middle- and low-income 

families. Access to affordable housing drives positive health outcomes. Housing stability 

promotes well-being, fosters stable employment, and contributes to long-term family and 

social connections. In order to achieve housing stability in every community, MPHA 

believes that Massachusetts needs strong tenant and housing protections for low-income 

renters and homeowners, homelessness prevention programs, improvements to the 

quality of existing housing, and more low-threshold and affordable housing stock. What 

will your administration do to address the housing crisis and prioritize policy solutions 

that are supported or led by communities that have been disproportionately harmed by 

housing policies and practices shaped by structural racism? (Long answer, 3000 

characters) 

 

(continued on next page)  

 
1 MPHA uses the gender-inclusive term Latine rather than Latinx, which cannot be pronounced or conjugated in 

Spanish, and rather than Hispanic, which is a linguistic category with strong connections to colonialism in Spain. It 

is important to note that no broad umbrella term is adequate to represent a multi-continental diaspora. While 

MPHA will generally use the term Latine, we will enter spaces and relationships with humility and seek to use 

terminology that individuals and communities use to describe themselves. See Latinx 4 Social Movement, Why 

Latinx: Using Language to Define a Multi-Continental Diaspora; see, also, Luis Noe-Bustamante, Lauren Mora, and 

Mark Hugo Lopez, About One-in-Four U.S. Hispanics Have Heard of Latinx, but Just 3% Use It, Pew Research Center 

(August 2020). 

 

https://www.latinx4sm.org/whylatinx
https://www.latinx4sm.org/whylatinx
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2020/08/11/about-one-in-four-u-s-hispanics-have-heard-of-latinx-but-just-3-use-it/
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8. What is your position on legislation to eliminate the statewide ban on rent control, 

allowing municipalities to enact rent stabilization and tenant protection ordinances if they 

so choose? 

 

Choose one:  

 

[ ] strongly support [ ] somewhat support     [ ] neither support nor oppose 

[ ] somewhat oppose [ ] strongly oppose 

 

Short explanation (600 characters, optional) 

 

9. Like libraries and parks, public transit is a public good. Communities with affordable, 

reliable public transit have better access to jobs, education and medical care as well as 

increased physical activity and reduced risk of social isolation. MPHA believes that 

investments in public transportation are critical, especially for the 55% of Massachusetts 

residents who live outside of the MBTA service area. Affordable and reliable public 

transit across the state is essential to better serve riders and encourage people to get out of 

their cars and onto mass transit. The Commonwealth has received billions through 

ARPA, the CARES Act, and the federal infrastructure bill, on top of historic state 

revenue surpluses.  As governor how would you prioritize transportation investments, 

including for public transit dependent residents in RTA communities? (Long answer, 

3000 characters) 

 

10. Transportation policy is climate policy. The transportation sector is the largest contributor 

to greenhouse gas emissions in Massachusetts, and the burden of environmental impacts 

are disproportionately borne by low-income communities and communities of color. To 

improve air quality and address the climate crisis, Massachusetts must prioritize policies 

and investments that increase access to public transit. People are more likely to get out of 

their cars and onto buses when services are reliable, convenient, and affordable or free. 

For example, fare-free buses allow for all-door boarding, which makes boarding 

dramatically faster, reducing idling and therefore alleviating traffic, reducing emissions, 

and decreasing travel time for riders. If elected governor, how would you approach 

reducing emissions in the transportation sector and ensure that decision-making power is 

shifted to communities overburdened by poor air quality? (Long answer, 3000 characters) 

 

11. What is your position on making RTA and MBTA buses fare-free? 

 

Choose one:  

 

[ ] strongly support [ ] somewhat support     [ ] neither support nor oppose 

[ ] somewhat oppose [ ] strongly oppose 

 

Short explanation (600 characters, optional) 

To learn more about the Massachusetts Public Health Association, visit 

www.mapublichealth.org. 

http://www.mapublichealth.org/

