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The MPHA Health Equity Fund
The Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA) 
is seeking individuals and organizations that share our 
bold vision of an equitable Massachusetts, where zip 
code, race, and poverty do not determine our health 
or lifespan. The MPHA Health Equity Fund will allow 
MPHA to pursue – with urgency and unyielding 
commitment – work that aligns with our values and 
our shared vision:

Taking Bold Action for Real Change
Real change is the result of challenging power and the 
status quo. This work requires not only the skilled and 
experienced policy team at MPHA, but also courageous 
supporters who will champion and support MPHA as 
we disrupt the current systems that reinforce inequities.

Valuing Community Knowledge 
MPHA’s Policy Council develops our policy agenda 
and reviews bills for endorsement. It is comprised of a 
majority of people of color and representatives from all 
regions of the state. The Policy Council is based on the 
belief that to select meaningful priorities, we must learn 
from grassroots organizations led by or accountable to 
people of color, low-income people, and others directly 
impacted by health inequities. In alignment with our 
values and commitment to promoting equity, we believe 

that these grassroots organizations should be fairly 
compensated for their time and effort in advancing this 
vital policy work.

Building Tomorrow’s Workforce
Building a more diverse public health workforce and 
training the next generation of public health leaders 
requires a well-resourced system for public health 
training. MPHA is seeking funding to provide financial 
support to public health graduate students as they learn 
with us and partner on the full range of MPHA initia-
tives. These stipends promote equity by ensuring that 
socio-economic status is not a barrier for students  
who wish to intern at MPHA. 

Changing the Conversation
Strategic communications are critical to MPHA’s abil-
ity to amplify and influence policy makers. By making 
investments to enhance our communications platforms 
and deploy accurate and accessible messaging, we 
can more effectively position our organization as a bold 
thought leader and champion for change.

If you share our vision of a thriving Massachusetts, 
where health equity is both a commitment built 
into our public policy and a hallmark of our 
communities, join us by investing in the MPHA 
Health Equity Fund.



Who We Are
MPHA is a statewide nonprofit organization and the 
go-to public health leader for policy makers, community 
organizations, the media, and public health advocates.

We are leaders in the movement to create health equity 
by addressing the root causes of health and wellness, 
as well as the structural and social conditions that can 
create change.

MPHA is a multi-issue organization that utilizes its 
strengths at coalition building and organizing individuals 
and organizations to affect policy change, confront 
structural racism embedded in public policy, and 
improve the health of all Massachusetts residents. 

Our Approach 
We know that long before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
residents across Massachusetts experienced health 
inequities. 

The root causes of these health inequities – structural 
racism, poverty, xenophobia, and other forms of 
oppression – are persistent and pervasive. Structural 
and social conditions, such as access to healthy food, 
safe and affordable housing, good paying jobs, public 
transportation and more, are directly impacted by these 
root causes. These conditions are often referred to as 
social determinants of health.

In the past, public policy was used as a powerful 
and effective way to ensure that health inequities 
were perpetuated. Today, public policy can be har-
nessed as an equally powerful and effective tool for 
dismantling these inequities and creating lasting, 
meaningful change.

MPHA is committed to building power with communities 
most impacted by structural racism and poverty.  
Our work aims to disrupt the status quo to make  
good on the promise of greater health equity in the 

Commonwealth. MPHA employs a powerful combina-
tion of coalition organizing, community capacity 
building, advocacy, lobbying, and communications 
to impact laws, policies, and systems and to support 
grassroots leaders seeking to use their power to 
influence the policy-making process.

Our Impact
MPHA leads broad coalitions to pass major public  
health legislation. Recent victories have included 
creating the Complete Streets grant program, which 
reshapes the built environment to make roadways more 
welcoming to pedestrians, bikers, and public transit 
users; establishing the Massachusetts Food Trust, 
which provides grants and loans to local healthy food 
retailers in low- and moderate-income communi-
ties; and enacting the nation’s strongest moratorium 
on evictions and foreclosures in the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We have also secured significant 
funding for childhood lead poisoning prevention, obesity 
prevention, and other upstream public health programs. 

Today, MPHA continues to play a pivotal role in hold-
ing state leaders accountable for addressing racial 
inequities and promoting public health. Our current 
initiatives include:

Transforming the Local Public Health System 
MPHA has been leading a sustained, multi-year  
campaign to fix our dangerously inadequate and deeply 
inequitable local public health system. Recently, we 
secured the first-ever line item in the state budget for 
local public health and won $200M in federal funding,  
a transformational investment that will improve 
services in every community. Now, we are working to 
pass and implement essential policy reforms that will 
ensure strong local public health protections for ALL 
Massachusetts residents – regardless of race, income, 
or zip code.

“Since the pandemic hit, MPHA has played a critical role in   
 bringing together organizations working on different issues to 
 advocate for equity in the state’s response to COVID-19. Their 
 leadership on the issue of housing instability was critical in 
 passing the Eviction Moratorium, which protected thousands 
 of residents from homelessness.”
   – Pamela Schwartz, Director Western MA 
    Network to End Homelessness



Investing in Regional Transit 
Regional Transit Authorities (RTAs) are a lifeline to 
millions of people living in the 205+ cities and towns 
outside the reach of the MBTA. By operating bus routes 
and providing dial-a-ride services for people with 
disabilities, RTAs connect residents to medical care, 
food, jobs, and other necessities that drive good health 
outcomes. As cochair of the RTA Advocates Coalition, 
MPHA has successfully advocated for increased fund-
ing for RTAs, and we continue to work region by region 
to build support for public transportation investments 
across the Commonwealth. 

Moving Health Care Upstream
Massachusetts has a world class health care system, 
but this system cannot deliver equitable health outcomes 
solely by treating injury and disease. MPHA convenes 
the Alliance for Community Health Integration (ACHI) 
to harness the Massachusetts health care system to 

promote health equity and address the social needs 
of patients. This coalition of public health, consumer 
advocacy, social service, and community organiza-
tions is uniquely positioned to strengthen connections 
between health care providers and social service  
organizations, advocate for more impactful hospital 
investments in local communities, and partner with 
healthcare leaders to promote affordable housing  
options for all Massachusetts residents.

Demanding Equity in the COVID Response 
In March of 2020, MPHA convened the Task Force on 
Coronavirus and Equity, a coalition of more than 100 
organizations dedicated to spearheading equity-based 
policies. Successes included enacting the strongest 
eviction moratorium in the country, passing the COVID-19 
Emergency Sick Leave Bill, expanding testing capac-
ity, and mandating COVID-19 data reporting by race, 
ethnicity, and disability status. Since 2021, we have  
co-convened and led the Vaccine Equity Now!  
Coalition to hold the state accountable for decisions 
about vaccine access, while promoting the establish-
ment of equity benchmarks, cultural competency in 
vaccine outreach programs, transparency in the  
allocation of resources, and strong data collection and 
reporting. Through relentless advocacy and strategic 
media outreach, the Coalition has ensured that the state 
continues to dedicate resources to communities 
hardest hit by the pandemic.

“I view MPHA as the gold standard 
 in how to mobilize advocacy efforts   
 to get legislation passed or to pursue 
 funding through budget or policy   
 initiatives here on Beacon Hill.”                                            
    – State Senator Jason Lewis

These are just a few examples of the 
bold, collaborative, and vital efforts that 
MPHA and our partners have championed 
to create a healthier, more equitable 
Commonwealth for all. Please join us by 
investing in the Health Equity Fund today!



Our Vision: Rooted in Health Equity
We envision a Massachusetts of healthy, equitable, and thriving 
communities where everyone has access to the fundamental 
building blocks of good health – strong public health protections, 
clean air and water, nutritious food, stable affordable housing,  
safe neighborhoods, vibrant green spaces, and reliable public  
transportation that provides connections to work, school, groceries, 
and medical appointments. In addition, we envision a health care 
system that not only delivers expert clinical care, but also addresses 
the true determinants of health for all patients, including housing, 
food, and safety.  
MPHA doesn’t simply hope for such a world. We actively work to 
achieve it through strategic and collaborative action. We partner with  
communities to build power and agency and to address the systems 
and policies that maintain inequities.  
Promoting racial justice is a core component of MPHA’s work and 
identity. As MPHA pursues policy changes to promote health equity, 
we confront the history of structural racism that has been embedded 
in public policy.  
This work requires both courage and resources. To ensure that 
MPHA can continue to advocate for our ambitious health equity 
goals, we are establishing a Health Equity Fund and seeking 
investors who share our commitment to bold, courageous action. 

The Massachusetts Public Health 
Association is the champion for 
public health in the Commonwealth. 
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