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Dr. Camara Jones Honored with Paul Revere Award for Visionary
Leadership and Lifetime Achievement
Pioneering work cited on the impact of structural racism on public health
Boston, MA – Today, the Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA) presented the Paul Revere
Award for Lifetime Achievement, its highest honor, to Camara Jones, MD, MPH, PhD, for her
unwavering commitment to eradicating health inequities and structural racism. The award was presented
this morning at MPHA’s virtual Awards Breakfast by David Satcher, MD, PhD, former Surgeon
General of the United States and the founder of the Satcher Health Leadership Institute.
“Dr. Camara Jones has been a true trailblazer in the field of public health,” said MPHA Executive
Director Carlene Pavlos. “Her work has shaped the national health and public health analysis of
structural racism and has challenged the public health community to develop new perspectives and new
tools to respond. When we recognize structural racism as a public health crisis, it is in no small part due
to her pioneering work. MPHA is thrilled to honor this public health hero who has informed our own
commitment to dismantling structural racism.”
“I am delighted to accept this honor from the Massachusetts Public Health Association,” said Dr. Jones.
“During this moment, when our country is grappling with a pandemic that has brought racial health
inequities into sharp relief, it is more important than ever to expose the forces of structural racism that
still shape life in America. Eliminating racism benefits everyone, because racism saps the strength of the
whole society through the waste of human resources.”
Camara Phyllis Jones, MD, MPH, PhD is a family physician, epidemiologist, and Past President of the
American Public Health Association whose work focuses on naming, measuring, and addressing the
impacts of racism on the health and well-being of the nation. Valued for her creativity and intellectual
agility, she seeks to broaden the national health debate to include not only universal access to high
quality health care, but also attention to the social determinants of health (including poverty) and the
social determinants of equity (including racism). Her allegories on "race" and racism illuminate topics
that are otherwise difficult for many Americans to understand or discuss.
Dr. Jones recently completed tenure as the 2019-2020 Evelyn Green Davis Fellow at the Radcliffe
Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University. Past roles include Assistant Professor at the
Harvard School of Public Health (1994 to 2000); Medical Officer at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (2000 to 2014); Senior Fellow at the Morehouse School of Medicine (2014 to present); and
President of the American Public Health Association (2015 to 2016). Dr. Jones earned her BA in
Molecular Biology from Wellesley College, her MD from the Stanford University School of Medicine,
and both her Master of Public Health and her PhD in Epidemiology from the Johns Hopkins School of
Hygiene and Public Health.

The Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA) is a nonprofit organization that promotes a
healthy Massachusetts through advocacy, community organizing, and coalition building. We are leaders
in the movement to create health equity by addressing the root causes of health and wellness. We
promote policies that impact the major drivers of health outcomes, such as access to healthy food, safe
affordable housing, and transportation. We also advocate for equitable public health services throughout
the Commonwealth. To learn more, visit www.mapublichealth.org. ###
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