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June 4, 2013
Re: Public Health Priorities – Conference Committee Budget
Dear Conference Committee members:
On behalf of the Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA), we would like to thank you
for your careful consideration and attention to core public health needs in the FY14 state budget.
Effective public health programs prevent disease and injury before they occur, protecting health,
productivity, and learning, while reducing healthcare costs.
We appreciate your leadership in protecting funding for many programs even as the state budget
remains tight, and we are pleased that the Legislature recognizes the importance of public health
for every resident in the Commonwealth. We are particularly appreciative of increased funding
proposed for the Board of Registration in Pharmacy in both the House and Senate budgets to
ensure that the Commonwealth can employ a sufficient number of pharmacy inspectors to
provide proper safeguards.
In order to maintain a strong public health system in the Commonwealth, we urge you to support
the following budget priorities:
1. Adopt SENATE funding for Environmental Public Health Services (4510-0600) at
$4,391,414 and adopt HOUSE funding for Food Protection Retained Revenue (45100020) at $233,203. The Bureau of Environmental Health safeguards many of the most basic
structures we rely on daily—the quality of the air we breathe, safety of the food we eat,
cleanliness of the water we drink, and minimization of harmful exposures including
pesticides and radiation. These programs—cut by 18% since FY09—have been chronically
underfunded.
Cuts over the last several years have led to the elimination of more than 50% of the food
inspectors who conduct inspections of food manufacturers and wholesale establishments, a
staffing level that is half of the federal FDA performance standard. Cuts have also led to
significant backlog of requests for indoor air quality assessments at elementary and middle schools,
as well as other public facilities with potentially-dangerous air quality due to mold and other
contaminants. There is typically a backlog of several dozen requests from across the state.

The Senate level of funding would allow for the hiring of 16.5 FTEs to ensure that these
essential safeguards are in place.
The Food Protection Retained Revenue account – zeroed out in the Senate budget - allows
DPH to retain inspectional fees from the food protection program in order to respond to new
state and federal laws aimed at enhancing food safety.
2. Adopt SENATE funding for Health Care Safety and Quality (4510-0710) at $7,826,326.
The Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality is central to the state’s goal of promoting
health care cost containment and high quality care. Budget cuts have left serious gaps in
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