
For more information, contact Maddie Ribble at the Massachusetts Public Health Association: 857-263-7072 x111, 
mribble@mphaweb.org. 

 
  101 Tremont St    Boston, MA 02108    TEL: (857) 263-7072    FAX: (857) 263-7076    www.mphaweb.org 
 

Steven Bradley, President    Rebekah Gewirtz, Executive Director 
 

 
MASSACHUSETTS PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

 FY15 BUDGET PRIORITIES 
 
February 4, 2014 
 
Dear Legislator: 
 
The Department of Public Health (DPH) provides protections that we all rely on every day, 
though we seldom pause to think about – things like indoor air quality in our schools, protection 
of our food supply, inspections of health care facilities and pharmacies, and a fast response to 
infectious disease to avoid outbreaks. Due to severe funding constraints over the last five years, 
this system of protections has been intensely strained. We appreciate the targeted investments 
made by the legislature last year which are essential to protecting the public. We ask for your 
support in FY15 to maintain those investments and continue bolstering the essential protections 
each and every resident of Massachusetts depends on.  
 
 
TOP BUDGET PRIORITIES 
 

1. State Public Health Laboratory (4516-1000) at $15,384,426    ______ 
Funding history: Down 16% since FY09; H2 proposes maintenance funding 
The State Public Health Laboratory is crucial to the health of Massachusetts residents and 
supports local health departments in every city and town. The Lab is responsible for the 
testing of samples for influenza, tuberculosis, salmonella, lead poisoning, bioterror agents, 
and insect-borne diseases like EEE and West Nile Virus; monitoring of disease reporting 
by physicians, hospitals, and laboratories; investigation of and response to disease 
outbreaks; and helping local health departments respond to communicable disease threats. 
Additional funding is needed to 1) assess capital needs to properly and safely house staff, 
equipment, and dangerous materials, 2) strengthen quality assurance and biosafety, and 3) 
improve essential IT capabilities, including real-time communication with cities and towns.  
 

2. DPH Critical Operations and Essential Services (4510-0100) at $21,430,517 million  
Funding history: Cut 7% since FY09; H2 proposes $883,910 cut 
This line item supports critical DPH services and staff across the Department, including 
emergency preparedness, environmental health assessments, implementation and 
enforcement of regulations, reducing disparities in health care, and monitoring and 
inspections of nursing homes, food safety, and water quality.  Additional capacity is needed 
to address the development and enforcement of legally mandated public health regulations. 
 
 

 
 

Action for Public Health 
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We are grateful for the legislature’s support in FY14 to make targeted investments in several 
important public health protections, and we ask for your support in FY15 to maintain these 
investments:  
 

3. Environmental Health Services (4510-0600) at $4,591,980 million     
The Bureau of Environmental Health safeguards many of the most basic structures we rely 
on daily—protecting all Massachusetts residents from hazardous exposures and 
environmentally-induced illness.  The Bureau includes food safety, radiation control, water 
and air quality testing, and medical waste disposal, among others.  Modest re-investments 
made in FY14 have allowed for the bolstering of inspectional capacity, focused on food 
protection, indoor air quality, water quality, medical waste, and childhood lead poisoning.   
 

 
4. Health Care Quality and Improvement (4510-0710) at $7,979,673 million   

The Bureau of Health Care Quality and Improvement is central to the state’s goal of 
promoting health care cost containment and high quality care, goals which are threatened 
by limited resources.  The Bureau is mandated by state and federal statutes to license and 
certify approximately 6,000 health facilities to assure the delivery of quality health care 
services and to investigate complaints against health care facilities. Re-investments in 
FY14 have improved inspectional and enforcement activities. 

 
 

We also ask for your support to provide maintenance funding for the Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention account (4513-1111) at $3,292,377 million. The line items supports several 
programs including the Mass in Motion program, which provides grants to local communities to 
improve access to healthy foods and physical activity, as well as a comprehensive care 
coordination program that includes cancer screening and cardiovascular risk reduction education 
for high risk, underserved, low income women at community health centers across the state.   
 
Lastly, we ask for your support to eliminate the sales tax exemption for sugary beverages and 
candy. In addition to the health benefits from reducing consumption of unhealthy products, this 
proposal is estimated to generate $57 million in annual revenue to support public health 
programs. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these important matters, and thank you for your partnership to 
support a healthy Commonwealth.  Please do not hesitate to contact Maddie Ribble at 857-263-
7072 x111 or mribble@mphaweb.org with questions or for additional information. 

Sincerely, 
 

                                       
Rebekah Gewirtz     Maddie Ribble 
Executive Director     Director of Policy and Communications 


